
T
he Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission, along
with the University of Florida Sea
Grant Program and the Florida
Coastal Management Program, are

partnering to conduct a countywide boating
characterization   study to help Florida
achieve its goal of sustainable waterway
access for all residents and visitors. 

This boater characterization study is
intended to collect data on boat traffi c 
routes, seasonal variations, types and volume
of various boats and boating activities. The
research collected will enable resource 
managers as well as educators to construct
new programs that will aid in developing
solutions to these boating issues. 

Dr. Robert Swett, Florida Sea Grant special-
ist and assistant professor of Fisheries and
Aquatic Sciences, says, “Florida Sea Grant is
conducting a survey that will provide 
information to facilitate science-based 

resource management efforts, plan for
waterway maintenance, and maintain
quality public access to Florida’s waterways.”

Collier County Sea Grant Extension
Agent Bryan Fluech understands recreation-
al boating is a major contributor to the 
state’s growth and economy as well as an 
essential factor to Florida’s coastal lifestyle. 
“My role is to serve as a liaison between our
researchers in Gainesville and the boating 
community in the county. I help coordi-
nate the collected data at the ramps and 
marinas and increase awareness about the 
purpose and reasoning of the study by
communicating with the Marine Industries 
Association and other boating interest
groups,” Fluech said.

The research and data collected in the
study will benefi t the boating community 
countywide. For questions, contact Dr. 
Robert Swett at 352-392-6233, or Bryan 
Fluech at 239-417-6310 ext. 204. �

The Boat Clubs Inc. advises...

 DON’T BOAT 
BLIND

T
he competent, responsible boater knows that on the water safety is 
your top priority. Right-of-way, channel markers and informational 
signs should be second nature to the man or woman behind the helm. 
Though most boaters do a great job following the rules on the water
there are still many who seem to be “boating blind.”

The Boat Clubs Inc., located at Brookside Marina in Naples, Port of the
Islands, Fort Myers Beach and Port Charlotte, is a fi rm believer in knowing and
obeying the rules on the water. Captain Dave, owner of the Fort Myers location,
smiles and talks enthusiastically about their training program. 

“When you become a member of the club, we’ll spend three hours on the 
water together - more time if needed,” he said.

A special touch that The Boat Club adds is your training session will be
conducted by one of the owners of the business.

“It’s a blast spending the time on the water with the new members” Capt.
Dave says. “We really get to know each other and the members love the
personalized service. It may sound old-fashioned for the owners to do this, but 
that’s the way we like to do business.”

The Boat Club is a members-only club featuring upscale boats and excellent 
availability. Unlike other clubs, they only grow each of their locations to 100
members, and spots are still available for the upcoming season. Right now they 
are running a summer special for locals who would like to get out on the water
and become members. 

“I don’t just want our members to be comfortable on the water - I want 
them to be confi dent” Capt. Dave says. “If you are a private boat owner, it’s a 
great idea to take a boating class or even hire a Captain  to spend time with you
on the water. The more people who know about and follow the rules the safer
everyone will be.”

When asked what the most important rule is when you’re on the water,
Capt. Dave said, “This is what they teach us at the Captain’s School: Avoid a
collision at all costs! That is by far the most important rule to remember when 
you’re on the water.”

For more information on The Boat Clubs, visit www.theboatclubs.com.  �
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